
BENTWOOD TRAIL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH          
o

c
to

b
e

r 2
0
0
9

 At the risk of tarnishing the 
shine on my halo (OK, there are 
two assumptions that have ques-
tionable validityðthat (1) I ever 
had a halo, and that (2) it ever 
had a shine!), I am dragging 
out, for reasons Iôm not sure 
about, a newsletter article that I 
did a few years ago. Iôm in a 

mellower mood. Still, I think our attempts at com-
munication are often more inflamed than in-
formed, and we use arbitrary labels to assault 
those who do not agree with uséoften with a lack 
of understanding what the real definitions of the 
labels are. So, under the banner of accuracyé 
 

Hereôs what I wanted to write about. I hope I can 

be forgiven for using this space for the occasional 
diatribe, but Iôve had enough. For some reason my 
e-mail address has been added to the broadcast 

list of something called the Traditional Values Coa-
lition. In each e -mail some fundamentalist 
preacher pontificates on a dozen or so current 

events or issues. Often strong in denunciation, the 
first few paragraphs include the word liberal (as 

though the writer wanted to spit when he said it).  

I have grown tired of the misuse of the word lib-
eral. Some may say, ñYou are just troubling about 
mere semantics.ò But I believe it goes beyond se-

mantics. The word liberal has become a label to 
vilify persons and positions, and to equate them 
with all that is wrong with the world. Thus the im-

plication seems to be that conservatives are good 

and liberals are evil. 

I checked Websterôs New World Dictionary to re-

view the classical definitions. 

conservative: tending to conserve; tending 
to preserve established institutions, etc.; 

opposed to change; moderate, cautions. 

liberal: generous; ample, abundant; not 

literal or strict; tolerant, broadminded; fa-

voring reform or progress.  

Itôs easy to create oneôs own labels, but let me 

share some observations. Those who engage in 
intellectual pursuit (who ask questions) tend to be 
liberals. (That is not to say that liberals are intelli-

gent and conservatives are not.) It seems to me 
that conservatives tend to see the best as in the 
past and the best use of the present is to recover 

that glorious past. Liberals tend to see the best as 
yet to be and the best use of the present is to 
reach out for that bright hope of the future. To 

modify the words that Robert Kennedy once bor-
rowed: ñ(Conservatives) see things as they are 
and ask, óWhy?ô (Liberals) dream of things that 

never were and ask, óWhy not?ôò 

Let me set social issues and politics aside and just 
relate this matter of being a liberal to the Christian 
faith. Abraham was the liberal of his day as he 

launched onto an adventure with God. (The con-
servatives stayed home.) Moses was the liberal of 
his day. (In the wilderness the conservatives 

whined as they remembered the ñgood old daysò 
of Egyptian bondage.) The prophets were the lib-
erals of their time. (They advocated new defini-

tions and applications of religion.) Jesus was a lib-
eral. (The conservatives were the Pharisees.) Paul 
was a liberal. (The Judaizers were the conserva-

tives.) Luther and Calvin were at the forefront of 
the liberals of the Christian world of the 16 th Cen-
tury. The Wesleys were the liberals of 18th Century 

English religion. The leaders of the American 
Revolution were the liberals of the 18 th Century 
American political scene. (Presbyterian Pulpits 

were described by King George as ñhotbeds of se-
dition.ò) Those who led the abolishment of slavery 
in the 19 th Century and the abolition of racial seg-
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regation in the 20 th were liberals. So were those 

who struggled for womenôs right to vote. 

I have certainly not said all this to suggest that 
liberals are good and conservatives are evil. The 

extremes of either position are unhealthy. And we 
do need to conserve the best facets of our past. 
But with even a short list of past liberals at hand, 

when I hear liberal used by someone, pandering 
to the darkest side in human prejudice, as an epi-
thet to villainize or demonize those with whom 

they disagree, I instinctively question both their 

intelligence and their motives. I just canôt help it. 

I seriously doubt that I am intelligent, intuitive, 

tolerant, broadminded, or forward looking enough 
to ever be termed as a liberal. But if thatôs what 
someone ever chooses to label me, I will certainly 

not take offense. 

Thanks for letting me vent. See you in church.  

Harry  
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Wednesday, October 

14, at 11:30 am  

For nearly 30 years, 
DAVE LIEBER, humorist, 

storyteller and award-
winning columnist for the 
Fo r t  Wor th  S ta r -

Telegram, has used sto-

ries to change the world.  

Nothing motivates people 

more, Dave believes, 
than stories about positive change that help peo-

ple change positively. 

His stories of wrongdoing and right -doing in news-
papers and magazines have led to countless 
changes in governments, schools and communi-
ties. In his newest project, Dave is leader of 

Watchdog Nation, a consumer rights movement 

spreading across America. 

In his speeches, he delights his audiences with 

stories that bring laughter and tears.  

Mark your calendars now, and donôt forget to 

ñrecycleò your magazines! 

Spuds, salads & smiles  

TREASURER'S  REPORTðOperating Fund  

Actual  Budget  AUGUST 2009  

Member Contributions 27,390.22  27,439.00  

Plate, Interest & Fees  819.53  833.00  

 28,209.75  28,272.00  

 25,719.52  30,215.00  

 Net  2,490.23  (1,943.00) 

Year to Date    

Member Contributions 212,945.60  219,512.00 

Plate, Interest & Fees  8,842.08  6,664.00 

 221,787.68  226,176.00 

 204,301.88  226,715.00 

 Net  17,485.80  (539.00) 
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Grace to you and peace from God the Father and 

our Lord, Jesus Christ! Welcome to the fall season 
é in both the life of the church and with the world 
around us! The weather lately has been amazingð

lots of rain, cooler temperatures, and all the famil-
iar scenes of fall, like football games, Halloween 
costumes on the grocery store shelves, and the 

Texas Rangers slumping in September yet again.  

But, you donôt have to be a sports fan or espe-
cially interested in Halloween to know whatôs go-

ing on around us, during this fall season or at any 
other time of year. Each of us, as a member of a 
community, can understand all the goings-on 

around us simply by have our eyes and ears open 
to whatôs happening. As a result, we all share 
enough common experiences that we can relate to 

each other in both simple and complex ways. 

And thatôs what we will be doing here at Bent-
wood Trail in the coming weeks, months, and 
through this Christian Education year! Both mem-

bers and visitors alike who come to this church, 
we are all members of this community of faith and 
we will explore both new and familiar ways of ex-

periencing each other! Each time we come onto 
the church grounds, whether it be for worship, 
Sunday school, Bible Study, or any other type of 

small group ministry or work activity, we will come 

into our very own ñC.O.F.E.E. House.ò 

As described last month and then 

expanded upon during the Rally Day 
activities on the morning of Septem-
ber 13th, the Christian Education 

theme for the 2009/2010 church edu-
cation year is called ñC.O.F.E.E. HOUSE.ò Think 
about a coffee shop, such as Starbucks or Saxbyôs, 

and what the atmosphere of a coffee shop repre-
sents in our culture. For one thing, a coffee shop 
is a place where people of all ages can visit, sit 

down, share stories and conversations, and get to 
know each other better. And, secondly, at a coffee 
shop there are things for people of all ages, such 

as cold drinks or hot drinks, fat free or regular, 
pastries or fruit, sandwiches or dessert. You donôt 
have to be a coffee drinker to visit a coffee shop 

anymore. Anyone can go to a coffee shop and be 

part of the community that gathers there.  

And, so at Bentwood Trail this year we are going 
to share in the ñC.O.F.E.E. HOUSEò experience 

together! The acronym C.O.F.E.E. stands for a 
very serious and intentional idea for approaching 

Christian Education at our churchð

the Community Of Faith Experienc-
ing Each other! Christian Education 
is more than Sunday School. Itôs 

more than Bible Study. Itôs defi-
nitely more than books, articles, 
and curriculum. To be sure, all of 

that is important. But, a more in-
tentional and deliberate approach 
to Christian Education is for all of us here at BTPC 

to recognize and embrace our beautiful 
ñCommunity of Faithò and seek out ways to better 
ñExperience Each otherò as we study the Bible, 

discuss our faith, ask tough questions, and look 
for answers together! So at our BPTC ñC.O.F.E.E. 
HOUSEò this year, we are all going to learn new 
ways and rediscover old ways to experiencing 

each other as a community of faithful believers 
seeking to live out Godôs calling for us in this time 

and place. 

Remember, ñGod is good é all the time! All the 
time é God is good!ò Bentwood Trail is my com-
munity of faith and I eagerly look forward to each 

and every time I get to experience it with each of 
you in our C.O.F.E.E. House this year! Praise God 

for his grace and love! 

Godôs Peace & Blessings, 

Steven  
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Parents day outé  

As always, our churchôs Parentôs Day Out program, 

known as ñBentwood Trail Kids,ò is looking for ad-

ditional enrollment!  

We have plenty of open spaces in all the classes 

from the nursery through 4 -year olds. Registra-
tions are accepted any time! Here are the registra-
tion fees based on the number of days per week 

your child will attend: 2 days = $120, 3 days = 
$140, or 4 days = $160. In addition, the Bent-
wood Trail Kids program charges a $50 supply fee 

at the beginning of the term.  

We would love to have your children or your 
friendsô children in our program so please help 

spread the word! If you have any questions about 
registration or any other issues, then please con-
tact our PDO Director, Linda Lusk, at the church 

office. 



YOUTHQUAKE is coming in mid-October 

(weekend of October 23-25), and 9 of our BTPC 
Middle School Youth are attending the event at 
Camp Gilmont! Steven and Dency Barnes are tak-

ing the crew to the event and we look forward to 
enjoying another awesome Youthquake experi-
ence with everyoneéwith yoga by the pond in-

cluded! Thank you to all the families of Elise 
Blann, Sally Dickey, Jason Head, Griffin Turner, 
Haley Whitson, Ian Wiley, Joseph Donley, Sammy 

Scharett, and Ryan Snitzer! We ask for your 
prayers and traveling mercies. I hope and pray 
that everyone, youth and adults, are looking for-

ward to a wonderful weekend of fun and ministry 
together, along with other churches in Grace Pres-

bytery!  

Our new SUNDAY SCHOOL class for Bentwood 

Trail youth for the fall season officially kicked off 
with Rally Day on September 13. Abbie and Elijah 
Jit are the new teachers of the youth Sunday 

school class and they will be teaching from our 
PCUSA denominational curriculum called ñFAQò 
which is a neat study of ñfrequently asked ques-

tionsò collected from youth around the country 
that flow out of the Confirmation curriculum study 
this age group completed back in the spring. The 

teachers are excited, the shepherds (Nancy Staas 
and Stephanie Hurst) are excited, and the material 
to be studied is totally exciting! Our BTPC Youth 

are sure to enjoy taking their part in the 

C.O.F.E.E. Talk Hour each Sunday morning! 

Once the Youth Calendar is set following the 

Youth/Parent Planning Meeting, please see the 
Church Calendar for more details on upcoming 
activities, and keep an eye out for more informa-

tion in your mailbox (snail mail), inbox (email), or 
smartphone (text message)! 
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Please Note: The Youth Cal-

endar for the fall season will 
be set after the Youth/Parent 
Planning Meeting on Septem-

ber 27. As of this moment, 
there are no set activities 

other than the Stewardship Lunch and Youth-

quake during the month of October.  

October 4ðTBD 

October 11ðTBD 

October 18ðAll BTPC Youth to help with Stew-
ardship Luncheon (help w/ setup on Satur-
day, 10/17; prep on Sunday morning, 10/18; 

and help serve and clean-up during and after 
lunch, 10/18)  

October 23-25ðM.S. Youth @ Youthquake at 
Camp Gilmont (Friday evening, 10/23 to early 

Sunday afternoon, 10/25) 

Childrené  

Two SUNDAY SCHOOL classes are available for 

Bentwood Trail children and these classes for the 
fall season also officially kicked off with Rally Day 
on September 13. The OLDER ELEMENTARY class 

is for 3 rd grade ï 6th grade children, and the new 
teacher for this class is Katie Julio along with her 

helpful sidekick (her husband!) Jose.  

The ñ2PKò class is for Pre-School through 2nd 
grade children, and the new teacher for this class 

is Mary Fernandez along with the help of Rene 

Miller and Amanda Kolle. Both of our childrenôs 
ministry Sunday school classes will be following 
our PCUSA denominational curriculum called ñWe 

Believeò which is a wonderful study written at the 
appropriate childrenôs levels that focuses on the 
theme of ñWorship Beginsò and will help our BTPC 

children learn more about our worship life!  

Itôs an exciting time for our BTPC children, and I 
know they are sure to enjoy taking their part in 

the C.O.F.E.E. Talk Hour each Sunday morning! 

Presbyterian Womenôs Bible study continues 

the Book of Joshua when we meet at Bentwood 
House the third Tuesday of October (our new 

date), October 20, at 10:00 am.  

Workbooks will be provided as we read Chapter 
TwoðA Leader Is Called. When God calls us to a 

position of leadership, God also gives us the 

strength and courage to follow Godôs call.  

Septemberôs Circle had over 20 ladies present and 
a good time of fellowship was enjoyed by all.  Letôs 

do it again!  

Presbyterian women  



BTPC Adults have plenty to be excited about heading into the 

fall season, especially as it pertains to Sunday school é better 

known as our C.O.F.E.E. Talk Hour!  

The Dialogue class will be study-

ing the PCUSA denominational cur-
riculum called ñThe Present Wordò 
led by Ron Kranzow and Bill Terry, 

and the current units of this study fit 
perfectly into the concept of our 
C.O.F.E.E. House theme of Christian 

Educationðour Community of Faith 
Experiencing Each Other. The three 
units in the fall quarter of ñThe Pre-

sent Wordò focus on Godôs covenant 
as made manifested in communities. 
The lessons consider the persons God chose to be covenant 
leaders, the invitations God offered to enter into community, 

the peopleôs responses to the invitations, and the nature of 

Godôs new covenant community.  

The Hearts and Minds Bible Survey class will kick off the 

season with a 6-8 week Bible Survey study led by Dick Thomas. 
Then the class will transition back to a 6ð8 week topical study 

over the Book of Romans led by Kirk Wooldridge.  

Finally, the Wing and a Prayer class led by David Snitzer will 
continue its study of one of Max Lucadoôs recent books. All 
adults at Bentwood Trail are invited and encouraged to dis-

cover which Sunday school class can feed their spiritual needs 

this year! 

Adult Bible Studies are active again now 

that the summer has ended! The Christian 
Education Committee strongly encourages 
everyone to consider being part of our small 

group Bible Study ministries. People from 
young adults to seniors, and from either gen-
der, can enjoy the study and fellowship at 

ñWednesday Night C.O.F.E.E. Talk (Adult Bi-
ble Study)ò which meets each Wednesday 

evening at 7:00 pm in Bentwood House. This small group min-

istry will be studying the Book of Philippians for the early part 
of the fall season. Or, specifically for the men of Bentwood 
Trail, you are invited to enjoy the study and fellowship at 

ñSaturday Morning C.O.F.E.E. Talk (Menôs Bible Study)ò which 

meets on Saturday mornings at 8:30 am in Bentwood House! 

For more information on any of these classes, contact Steven 

Barnes: steven@bentwoodtrail.org, 972.248.3600 (office), 

214.763.8674 (cell). 
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  10/4 ð8:30  10/4 ð10:50  10/11 ð8:30  10/11 ð10:50  

LECTOR Dick Thomas Steve Jebbia Barb Kolle Karen Wolfe 

DOOR  Roland Freeman  Roland Freeman 

GREETERS  Linda Wren  Steve Wiley 

  Amanda McMillan  Ian Wiley 

USHERS Kerry Whitson Tom Scruggs Abigail Jit Glenn Hunter Jones III  

 Cindy Turner Steve Wiley Elijah Jit Glenn Hunter Jones IV 

  Mary Zulch  Linda Wren 

  Walt Zulch  Jack Lamb 

SOUND  Hunter Jones  Tom Covert 

ACOLYTE Nathan Snitzer Ean Rothermund Taylor Kolle  

LOCK-UP  Dianne White  Claude Head 

  10/18 ð8:30  10/18 ð10:50  10/25 ð8:30  10/25 ð10:50  

LECTOR Elijah Jit Marie Silverthorn Kerry Whitson Rene Miller 

DOOR  Roland Freeman  Roland Freeman 

GREETERS  Tom Scruggs  Tom Dickey 

  Sissy Scruggs  Scottie Dickey 

USHERS Brad Kolle Tuiana Miller Kim Follis Jim Campbell 

 Barb Kolle Mark Hurst Anne Cox Marge Terry 

  Steve Jebbia  Brad Pierce 

  Tona Jebbia  Al Bandy 

SOUND  Tom Dickey  Dwight Strouse 

ACOLYTE Mackenzie Follis Faith Cockrell Maya Fitch  

LOCK-UP  Bill Terry  Carl Wallace 

If you are unable to serve on your posted date, please arrange for a substitute and notify the church office prior to 10:00 a .m. 
the Wednesday before so that accurate information may be included in the leaflets. If you are unable to find a substitute, pl ease 

contact someone from the Worship Committee so that they might assist you.  

Martin & Beverly Lyford 10/5 

Mark & Beth Snyder 10/5 

Ken & Nancy Staas 10/7 

Ray & Barbara Pollard 10/9 

Jack & Karen Lamb 10/14 

Don & Emma Lee Rogers 10/16 

Mary Lee Petty 10/10 

Michelle Sikes 10/11 

Mary Mulry 10/12 

Roland Freeman 10/12 

Taylor Ewing Kolle 10/12 

Linda Lusk 10/14 

Marge Morton 10/16 

Mark Hurst 10/17 

Martin Lyford 10/19 

Christopher Blann 10/21 

Jacqueline Cantrell 10/24 

Kristina Staley 10/24 

Rebecca Gruber 10/24 

Joe White 10/25 

Laurie Gormley 10/25 

Tom Covert 10/26 

Martha Scruggs 10/27 

Philip Hanson 10/3 

Richard C. Wyman 10/3 

Brittany Hicks 10/4 

LaLita Taylor 10/4 

LeeAndrea Morton 10/4 

Dawn Head 10/5 

Haley Nicole Whitson 10/5 

Michael Rapkoch 10/5 

Elizabeth Jit 10/8 

Raymond Thomas 10/8 

Emma Blann 10/28 

Alexander Staley 10/29 

Staci Freeman 10/29 

Bradley Pierce 10/30 

Linda Wren 10/30 

Mary Louise Teasdale 10/30 
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